Brivanib, a novel dual VEGF-R2/bFGF-R inhibitor.
The process of neo-vascularisation from pre-existing blood vessels (angiogenesis) plays a critical role in both tumour growth and dissemination in multiple cancer types. Tumour angiogenesis is an attractive target for cancer treatment, and the VEGF/VEGF-R and FGF/FGF-R systems have been identified as key factors for neo-angiogenesis. Several active compounds have been developed so far and some of them are already widely used in clinical protocols. However, currently, only very few drugs have been shown to act synergistically with VEGF. Brivanib (BMS-582664) is a novel, orally available and selective receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitor that targets the key angiogenesis receptors VEGF-R2 and FGF-R1 and -2. The drug is currently under clinical evaluation and published data as well as data on biomarker studies with brivanib are reviewed and discussed.